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Our Design Process



Define Design Test Build Iterate

Wikia Design Process



Define: Research

Define the problem
we’re solving for

Brainstorm
possible
solutions

Conduct
Competitive

Analysis



Design: Sketching & Wireframing



Test: Prototyping Screens



Build: Final Designs
Desktop, Tablet, and Mobile



Iterate: Continued Development



Introducing the Design System



What is a design system?

A scalable framework of visual styles and 
patterns along with the processes for 
creating a cohesive experience across a 
company ecosystem.



Okay, that sounds great, but what are 
we hoping to accomplish?



Our Mission Statement

To provide the necessary tools and establish
a process that empowers teams to produce
high-quality and cohesive features on our 
supported platforms.



Simply put, our design system allows 
us to build new features and tools 
much faster and more efficiently.





How a design system helps



Benefits of the Design System



Good For Your Communities#1

Features in your hands faster

Helps with more 
efficient 

development 
cycles

BENEFIT

More tools for 
everyone to use

RESULT



Good For Your Communities#2

Features are better on first iterations

Standardized
design patterns
& interactions

BENEFIT

More time for 
thoughtful design 

experiences

RESULT



Good For Your Communities#3

Easier to consume and express your fandoms

More cohesive 
Wikia experience 

for everyone

BENEFIT

Easily navigate 
through all of
our features

RESULT



The Wikia Design System
What’s Included?



Base Visual Styles



Common UI Components



Common Interaction Patterns

Sign Up CreateNavigation



Page Layouts & Templates



Web Voice & Tone Guidelines

Errors      Buttons      Success

I say
“to-mae-to”

You say
“to-maa-to”



Using the System: New Pages



Using the System: Existing Pages



Looking Ahead



Improving the Wikia Experience

● Create new tools and features faster

● More time for feature innovation

● Provide a cohesive experience
across all our features

Recap of the Benefits



Overall Better Usability

The more usable a feature is the more likely 
users will continue to come back.

More
Contributors

More
Readers



More Cohesion Across Wikia

Wiki

Discussions

Community
Apps

Fandom

What’s
Next?



How You Can Help

Content Portability



Together we can make Wikia the
best place to express your fandom.



Questions?



Additional Thoughts?
Wikia User Testing?

dhart@wikia.com




